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Life in “Fortress Australia”- My 3" year

Skyler Lee

It's a new year again. The day that this was
written was the second day | spent alone,
two years ago, in the foreign land of
Western Australia. The plan was one year :
to finish the fourth year of my bachelor’s
degree. Little did | know that this was the
start of a pandemic that would plague us
for many more months and years to come.
Or that Australia would decide to build a
fort and shut the borders, leaving me
trapped in a country that only cares about
itself, away from the people | love.

Yet | also never expected to make friends
with people that come from different
places... or to find a soulmate that | now call
home. Life is funny like that—we can never
really predict what it has in store for us.

Had | known what | know now, would | still

make the same decisions as | did before?
Would you?
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The first two weeks were bliss; new friends
and lively parties. The coronavirus was a
distant worry then, a vague threat far away
in Wuhan. But as days went on, the threat
solidified, and hordes of people went home,
including my new friends. In mere weeks,
the village of spirited university kids
became a dead town, devoid of life. The
following months were difficult, as I, and
the whole world, struggled with the effects
of COVID-19. Lockdowns, restrictions,
masks, and of course, the toilet paper
shortage as people fear for the safety of
their precious behinds!

| was never one to get homesick or miss
people, not even my family; a trait | had
attributed to a fear of emotional
abandonment. However, | eventually
succumbed to the void that my loved ones
left behind, all alone, as | dealt with the
beginning of this dreaded pandemic.

One of those loved ones was my close
friend’'s baby, an adorable angel | had
grown attached to, who calls me “#&#%" and
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always wants me; he was only a 1% years
old when | flew to Australia.

| recall our first video call, how confused he
was to see me on a screen but unable to
physically connect. He hid under a table,
refusing to touch the phone. It took a few
tries before he understood what was
happening. Before | left, he could barely
walk. Now, he runs everywhere and talks
non-stop. He is almost 4 years old today,
always pestering his mom to call me, but
when she does, it breaks my heart. How do
| explain to a toddler that | am in a different
continent, one which has leaders who make
bad choices that prevent me from flying to
see him? So... | just tell him that I'm coming
soon, that | will be there one day.

| also miss my friends, the people who
understand me; there's always so much
warmth and laughter with them. And my
family... with whom | finally understood the
saying, that "absence makes the heart grow
fonder”. My love for my family has never
been stronger—being apart from them has

cihang.org < ABEm 17



given me new perspectives and a deeper
comprehension of our issues that
psychology textbooks themselves were
unable to give me. | guess I'm growing up.

But if my plan was only a year, | could just
go home.. why am | still here? That's
because there is someone here in Australia
that | also can't leave behind— a
predicament indeed. | met him the first
week | was here. We were fast friends, with
similar interests and mutual mates. But it
wasn't until months later, did we realise that
our feelings were becoming more than that.

For us, “love at first sight” is a myth; our love
developed slowly, over time, through little
actions accumulated. Over the next year
with him, | was exposed to new experiences
and learnt more about myself than | had
before. He introduced me to new hobbies
and interests, but more importantly, to
kindness and unconditional love. No matter
the problem, he is always there supporting
me.

cihang.org < ABEm 18



Although it isn't always sunshine and
rainbows, through ups and downs, our
relationship strengthened and matured.
When you meet someone like that, you
don't let them go.

So, where does that leave me, as | embrace
the new year? Well, | suppose | should keep
trudging on, focusing on my studies and my

relationship with my beloved and his family,
balancing that with my loved ones back
home.

| don’t know what this year will entail, but in
contrast with two years ago, fresh off the
plane, | am more ready to handle whatever
life throws at me. With the right person by
your side, you can conquer anything.

So, the answer is Yes, if | could go back in
time knowing what would happen, | would
make the same choice—to get on the
plane—over and over again.
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